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BYFORD COMMUNITY KINDERGARTEN 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [6.27 pm]: Tonight I rise to make a couple of comments 
regarding community kindergartens. I want to make particular reference to a community kindergarten based in 
Byford. It was my intention to raise this matter during my budget-in-reply speech, which was due to be given in 
a week or so during the next sitting, but I indicate that some discussions have been had behind the Chair and I may 
well postpone that speech to help facilitate the government’s legislative agenda. Normally, I would not raise this 
right now, but I am keen to so that the minister—who I appreciate is out on urgent parliamentary business—is 
aware that I am giving this speech tonight and can look into the matters I will raise. 
As Madam President would be aware, as part of the government’s cuts to the education budget, there was a change 
to the enrolment threshold for community kindergartens. From 2019, it will be raised from 10 to 16 confirmed 
enrolments. I say in a general sense, and I will reflect on this when I get the opportunity to do so in my 
budget-in-reply speech, that that is a wrong decision that was done without any consultation with community 
kindergartens. I ask that the minister reverse that decision. I will say more about that during my budget-in-reply 
speech, probably when we come back after the break; however, I am raising that matter because enrolments are 
required to be submitted by 20 July, which will come before we return to this place. The issue that I want to raise 
is about Byford Community Kindergarten, which has approached me with an issue. It has a particular request for 
the minister, who I will be writing to about this.  
The kindergarten has been the designated kindergarten for the Byford area for over 40 years. It was relocated for the 
second half of 2017 and closed in 2018 due to the need to make building improvements that were required by the 
Department of Education in response to a bushfire risk assessment. I understand from my discussions with 
Byford Community Kindergarten that a series of assessments on the scope of works, as well as various discussions 
with those involved, occurred over a period before bushfire treatment works were agreed to and subsequently funded 
through the Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale, which I think has contributed $12 000 to the upgrade, the Department of 
Education, which has contributed $5 000, and the kindy’s parent committee, which also has contributed $5 000. These 
works are currently underway and are expected to be completed soon. These changes will allow the kindergarten to 
reopen in 2019. I understand that in response to the closure of the kindergarten, the kindy kids were relocated and 
accommodated at Byford Primary School. I understand that Byford Primary School has always been very supportive 
of the kindy and continues to be so. However, additional facilities have now been constructed at the main school and 
this has meant that the kindergarten is no longer Byford Primary School’s designated kindy. 
Although enrolments for 2019 are open, obviously given the fact that the kindergarten is not operating at the site 
it has been at for over 40 years, there are some difficulties with the parent committee advising the community that 
it will be open from next year. If the kindergarten does not get its 16 enrolments, which is the required number, it 
will not receive its funding and staff. It has also advised that the deadline for applications for enrolment are due 
by 20 July, which is the same date for all public schools. In my view, this is a problem for all community 
kindergartens, but in the case of Byford, this does not allow the community kindergarten to take overflow from 
both Byford and Marri Grove Primary Schools. It could well get more students through that process, and I would 
say that that would be the case for other community kindies. I would therefore argue that the enrolment deadline 
for all community kindies should be later than that for the normal kindy enrolment process for public schools, but 
I will reflect on that later. It also does not take into account late enrolments. Again, that is a similar situation. 
The community kindy is very keen for me to put forward to the minister in a very genuine way that given the 
significant financial investment of $22 000 that has been made to ensure that the kindergarten is ready to open—
again I say that that funding has come from the Department of Education, which it is very appreciative of, the 
parent committee and the shire—it is requesting that the kindy be exempt from the minimum intake number for 
2019. It is seeking the exemption for one year only, because, in its view, that will allow it to resume operation after 
a period of closure that was required by the Department of Education. I am asking on behalf of Byford Community 
Kindergarten that the minister seriously look into the concerns that have been raised. I know that she is aware of 
a number of the issues, because I know that the kindy has been in contact with her via letter and I expect that the 
department would have briefed the minister on Byford Community Kindergarten’s situation. Although all 
community kindergartens should have an enrolment threshold of 10, they should have an ability to continue to 
enrol students post 20 July to take into account overflow and late enrolments. That should apply across the board, 
irrespective of where the community kindergarten is located.  
Given, however, that Byford Community Kindergarten has been forced to close, the improvements that were 
requested will be completed very soon, and it will be open from 2019, I believe.  
It is reasonable to give it a bit of latitude, particularly given that Byford is such a fast-growing area. I believe very 
strongly that it will get its numbers up once people are aware that it is back up and running. As I said, I raise this 
matter in a genuine way. I know that the minister is out on urgent parliamentary business but she has indicated that 
she will be listening to what I have to say. It would be really good if the minister looked into this case and gave an 
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exemption for one year. As I said, the kindergarten is not asking for a continuation but simply an exemption for 
this year on the minimum intake, which will allow it to reopen and re-establish itself back into the community. 
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